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SUBJECT: US-PRC WEEKLY ACTIVITIES REPORT ABOUT CULTURAL 
EXCHANGES 74/5 

THERE FOLLOWS WEEKLY REPORT PREPARED IN CU/EA FOR PERIOD 
FEBRUARY 13-21, 1974 

THE CULTURAL EXCHANGE PICTURE AT PRESENT 

1. WE HAVE HAD MIXED SIGNALS FROM PRCLO OVER THE LAST FEW 
WEEKS MAKING IT UNCLEAR HOW EXCHANGES MAY BE AFFECTED, IF 
AT ALL, BY THE CURRENT IDEOLOGICAL CAMPAIGN IN THE PRC. 

TWO WEEKS AGO, AGAINST A BACKGROUND OF SLUGGISH PRC 
RESPONSE TO ATTEMPTS TO FIRM UP ARRANGEMENTS FOR THIS 
YEAR'S EXCHANGE SCHEDULE, A PRCLO OFFICER TOLD A VISITOR 
THAT THE US-PRC EXCHANGE PROGRAM WAS AT A "STANDSTILL ", 

AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME, A COUPLE OF IMPORTANT AMERICAN 
INSTITUTIONS REPORTED TO US THAT THEY FELT PRCLO WAS 
TURNING COOLER TOWARD THEIR PROPOSED PROJECTS. AND LATE 
LAST MONTH A PRCMUN OFFICIAL LECTURED A HARVARD PROFESSOR 
ON THE TOPIC OF US CHINA SCHOLARS AS "UNSYMPATHETIC TO 
THE REVOLUTION AND ITS ACHIEVEMENTS", A DIATRIBE WHICH 
HAS BEEN TAKEN BY SOME HARVARD FACULTY AS SIGNALLING THE 
END OF PRC TOLERANCE OF US ACADEMIC "OBJECTIVITY" ON 
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, THE OTHER HAND, THIS WEEK'S NEWS SEEMS BRIGHTER. 

2. ON THE OTHER HAND, THIS WEEK'S NEWS SEEMS BRIGHTER. 

THE SAME PRCLO OFFICER WHO TWO WEEKS BEFORE CALLED 
EXCHANGES AT A "STANDSTILL" THIS WEEK WENT TO UNUSUAL 
LENGTHS TO TRACK DOWN AN AMERICAN HYDRAULIC ENGINEER 
FROM COLORADO TO CONVEY THE NEWS THAT HIS GROUP OF 
EROSION EXPERTS WERE APPROVED FOR AN APRIL VISIT TO THE 
PRC. ON FEBRUARY 20 ANOTHER PRCLO OFFICIAL TOLD AN 
AMERICAN CALLER THAT US PRESS REPORTS OF RECENT EVENTS 
IN CHINA WERE "INACCURATE AND MALICIOUS ", AND THAT 
"THERE IS CONSTANT REVOLUTION IN CHINA". HE SAID THE 

PRC REMAINED COMMITTED TO THE EXCHANGE PROPOSALS AGREED 
UPON IN NOVEMBER AND THAT EXCHANGES WOULD INCREASE. 

THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY NEWS THAT TWO NON-USG-FACILITATED 
DELEGATIONS (WAYNE STATE AND YALE) HAD RECEIVED APPROVAL 
FOR MAY VISITS TO THE PRC. AND PRCLO INFORMED THE CSC 
FEBRUARY 21 THAT CSC'S ACUPUNCURE AND HERBAL MEDICINE 
DELEGATIONS HAVE BEEN APPROVED FOR VISITS OF TWO WEEKS 
IN MAY AND THREE WEEKS IN JUNE, RESPECTIVELY. NO 
SPECIFIC DATES WERE GIVEN. 

3. TAKEN TOGETHER, THESE REPORTS SUGGEST TO US THAT 
PRCLO MAY HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO COUNTERACT PRESS 
REPORTS THAT ANOTHER CULTURAL REVOLUTION IS IN THE OFFING 
AND TO REAFFIRM THE PRC'S COMMITMENT TO THE EXCHANGE 
PROGRAM. ALSO, THE TIMING OF THE LATEST CHINESE 
APPROVALS INDICATES AN EXPECTATION ON THEIR PART THAT 

BY LATE APRIL CONDITIONS IN CHINA WILL BE SUITABLE FOR 
FOREIGN DELEGATIONS. RUSH 
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